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Introduction



Session Outline 
● Welcome!
● About us
● About our collaboration
● How we’re thinking about equity
● Strategies for making equity 

work visible
○ Strategy 1 - photo survey
○ Strategy 2 - equity zine 

● Q&A



About Us

Ashley Kazyaka

Pronouns: they/them/elle

ideaLAB Program  Administrator
Denver Public Library

Celeste Moreno

Pronouns: she/her/hers

Ph.D. Candidate at CU Boulder, Creative 
Technologist at Boulder Public Library 

Makerspaces



About Our Collaboration: 
DPL ideaLAB Makerspaces

Open Lab at the Montbello Branch Library



Facilitating Computational Tinkering: 
Engaging youth and families to create with code



About Our Collaboration: 
Facilitating Computational Tinkering



Let’s talk equity



  



Big Ideas 

● Equity is a practice that you work on all 
the time, it’s not a checklist! 

● Equity is everywhere from the designs of 
our environments to how we communicate 

● Making time to stop and reflect is critical 



Strategy 1: 
Photo Survey



Strategy 1: Photo Survey - Why?

● Why photos?

● Internal reflection - how 
are we working towards 
equity? 

● External communication -
help others see and 
understand makerspace 
staff’s equity work



Strategy 1: Photo Survey - What We Tried

1. Created list of photo survey 
questions

2. Collected photos and reflections 
from ideaLAB staff

3. CU Boulder team organized data 
and found themes

4. CU Boulder team and  ideaLAB 
staff met for a “share back” to 
discuss and reflect



Strategy 1: Photo Survey - Photo Prompts

Photograph something…
● That makes your space more accessible to a specific community, group, or 

person  
● That welcomes a specific community to your space 
● That you wish you could change about your space 
● In your space that’s overlooked that you wish more people (e.g. colleagues, 

people who don’t come in) would appreciate 
● Free choice - Photograph something special or important! Tell us more 

about why you picked that thing. 



Strategy 1: Photo Survey 

What communities do you 
think might be welcomed  by 
what’s included in this image?  

How does this make a library 
service more accessible? 
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Strategy 1: Photo Survey 

What communities do you think 
might be welcomed  by what’s 
included in this image?  

How does this make a library 
service more accessible? 



Strategy 1: Photo Survey - What We Thought

Making time to 
pause and reflect on 
the work we’re 
doing matters.
- Ashley

Equity is 
everywhere! In 
small details and big 
moves. Not all can 
be captured by 
photos. 
- Celeste



What do you 
think?

● How could you see this working with 
your team? 

● What does this bring to mind for you?



Strategy 2: 
Equity Zine



Strategy 2: Equity Zine- What We Tried

CU Boulder team created zine based on 
interviews with ideaLAB staff (and 
others) to help with having more 
concrete discussions about equity. 



Strategy 2: Equity Zine 

● What’s a zine? 
● Why did we choose the 

zine format? 



Strategy 2: Equity Zine 



Strategy 2: Equity Zine- What We Tried
CU Boulder team facilitated zine 
sessions with ideaLAB staff (and other 
groups around the country)



Equity Zine Facilitator Guide



What do you 
think?

● How could you see this working with 
your team? 

● What does this bring to mind for you?



Resources:
● Project website: 

Facilitatingcomputationaltinkering.org

● Project newsletter: 
tinkeringtogether.substack.org

Photo Survey:

● A visual research paper by the 
Creative Communities team that 
describes the results of the photo 
survey with DPL ideaLABs: 
https://dl.acm.org/doi/pdf/10.1145/
3643834.3660751

Equity Zine: 

● Equity Zine (includes link to download 
zine, and a facilitation guide): 
https://www.facilitatingcomputational
tinkering.org/resources/equityzine

● Blog Posts from the Creative 
Communities group about the Equity 
Zine:
○ https://www.creativecommunitie

s.group/blog/equity-zine
○ https://www.creativecommunitie

s.group/blog/2024/8/28/transla
ting-research-into-zines-what-
weve-learned
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https://www.creativecommunities.group/blog/2024/8/28/translating-research-into-zines-what-weve-learned
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Thank you! 
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